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                    Slocan Forest Products Ltd.

Slocan Forest Products Ltd. is a British Columbia based company with all its manufacturing facilities and forest management activities located within the province. Beginning in 1978 with one sawmill in the Slocan Valley, Slocan Forest Products today employs over 4000 people in over 20 communities. The company’s facilities include ten sawmills, one oriented strand board plant, one plywood/veneer mill, a pulp mill, and a secondary manufacturing plant. Products are sold throughout North America, Asia and Europe. The company has a wide and predominantly Canadian shareholder base with its shares being publicly traded on the Toronto Stock Exchange. 

Although Slocan is one of the largest forest products companies in British Columbia, with operations ranging from the Slocan Division near the US border, to the Fort Nelson operations near the Yukon border, each division is managed as a virtually autonomous operating unit. Divisional efficiencies are gained through corporate purchasing and marketing activities. Divisional managers work closely with local communities to address local interests and concerns. All Slocan’s activities are guided by its Management of Trust Philosophy. This philosophy states that the company will only be able to continue operating on Crown land as long as it has the trust and support of the public, who are the owners of that land.

Slocan Forest Products Ltd.’s presence in the Fort St. John forest district was initiated with the purchase of a majority interest in Fibreco Pulp Joint Venture in May 1991. Slocan became sole owner of Fibreco Pulp on December 31, 1998, and has recently completed a bleach upgrade that permits increased utilization of deciduous fibre. Under its new configuration, Fibreco Pulp will utilize up to 117, 000 bone dry units (327,000 cubic metres) of coniferous and 95,000 bone dry units (266,000 cubic metres) of deciduous chips annually. Residual sawmill chips from Slocan and Canfor are supplemented by private deciduous chip purchases. Fibreco Pulp provides direct full time employment to 130 people.

In 1989 Slocan was offered Pulpwood Agreement (PA) 12, which provided the opportunity to harvest up to 500,000 cubic metres of deciduous volume in the Fort St. John Timber Supply Area. Under terms of the agreement, the company was to expand the annual capacity of the Taylor pulp mill by 500,000 cubic metres. Market conditions prevented the company from expanding the pulp mill, and in 1997 the company requested, and have since received approval, that the Pulpwood Agreement be amended by replacing the requirement to expand the pulp mill with a requirement to build an oriented strand board plant. The request was approved earlier this year. On June 23, 2000, Slocan and Louisiana-Pacific announced the formation of a 50:50 joint venture, Slocan-LP OSB Corp., to build and operate an oriented strand board mill near Fort St. John.

Slocan Forest Products Ltd. recently successfully registered its forestry environmental management system to the standard of ISO 14001 as of August 3, 2001. Certification by the Canadian Standards Association will be considered in addition to the ISO certification. The joint venture Slocan-LP OSB Corp. will vigorously pursue ISO registration and CSA certification of its woodlands operations following the final approval of the OSB mill construction, with the objective of ISO registration by mid-2002.

For more information, please visit our website    
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